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The Cost of Reconstruction in Syria

Å$250 billion to $400 
billion required

ÅUN estimates war has 
cost $388 billion

Å$48 billion needed for 
short term housing 
alone

ÅEst. 12.6 million 
people to return home

ÅCompanies from 
Lebanon, Syria and 
Iran attend trade fair 
in Damascus 3 Oct 18



EU, Russia and 
Iran to allocate 
resources to 
help pay for 

post war 
reconstruction

¢ƘŜ 9¦ άǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ȅǊƛŀ only when 
a comprehensive, genuine and inclusive political transition, negotiated 
by the Syrian parties in the conflict on the basis of UNSCR 2254 and the 
Geneva Communique, is firmly under way."
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Planning the Reconstruction

ÅNational Development

ïSustainable 
Development Goals

ïLand degradation 
and desertification

ïInfrastructure

ïServices

ÅDamascus Urban 
Decree 66 Law 10 
(urban planning) has 
been extended to 
whole of Syria



For whose interests?

Å Customary land title no 
longer recognised

Å Paper land registries 
destroyed

Å Areas for reconstruction 
come free of individual title

Å Claims for shares in 
collective ownership 
scheme must be made in 
person within 30 days (may 
be extended to 1 yr)

Å Local Government without 
capacity to administer law



Syrian Arab 
Republic

1. Biophysical 
Boundary

2. Social Threshold

Http://goodlife.leeds.ac.uk



New Urban Agenda

ÅA key recommendation of 
the NUA is to monitor 
and evaluate results.
Å¦b IŀōƛǘŀǘΩǎ /ƛǘȅ 

Prosperity Initiative is 
supporting cities to 
create baseline 
information.
ÅThis has the potential to 

be a global and local 
monitoring tool of the 
SDGs in cities.



Re-Building Communities

ÅMoving beyond the Government rewarding 
combatants

ÅBuilding peace ςa feminist peace

UNSCR 1325 Women to be 
involved in Peace and Security. 



²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ

ÅSteps to healing are 
complex, multi-faceted 
and multi-generational. 

ÅResettling over 6 million 
refugees to and within 
in Syria

ÅBuilding homes, 
businesses, health 
centres and schools

ÅRe-building 
communities

ÅBuilding a lasting peace

Women activists have 
developed peace plans for 
their country in 
anticipation of the 
transition process and 
negotiations. Syrian 
women peace activists are 
working inside and outside 
Syria to make their voices 
heard and create peace in 
the face of conflict.
UNSCR 1325 Women to be 
involved in peace and 
security



Peace Agreement and Planning 
determines options available later

ÅWho is involved?
ïGovernment of Syria

ïRival Combatant Groups (some but not all small 
groups from towns and city suburbs)

ïForeign Combatant Governments: Russia, USA etc

ïUN Mediators and multilateral agencies

ïDonors and NGO Aid Agencies

ï/ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Groups

ïReligious Leaders and other community Leaders



Building a new Syria

ÅSyrians (ExCombatants, 
Residents and Returning 
Refugees) are seeking paid 
work

ÅThey also do unpaid work

Both need to be supported.

Moving beyond statements 
to funded actions.


